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WARM HEARTH
In the Small Corners
Waiting
Dear friends,
This is not a letter I ever wanted to
write. For those of you who have
not yet heard, the relationship with
our partner organization and the
leadership there has been broken
beyond repair due to loss of trust.
As a result, we are not sending
donations to Armenia at this time.
For more information, please visit
our website.
For the time being, the residents are
still being cared for by the former partner, Jermik Ankyun Foundation. And from what we can tell from
the outside and from Facebook, we think that they are safe. And that is the most important thing of all
to me.
We do not know what will be next for Friends of Warm Hearth. For today, all we can do is wait. We wait
in the discomfort of not knowing. We wait and wonder and worry. And I know so many of you wait and
wonder and worry with us. Thank you for your companionship in these unlit places.
In the waiting place, you may need something to occupy our hearts and our hands. If that is the case, we
have decided to send letters to our residents, to their advocates, and to those people in Armenia who have
been by our side through this time of loss. If you would like to send a letter to someone in Armenia,
please call or email me (information is on the back). I’ll tell you a bit about the person to whom you are
writing, and I’ll get your letter translated. I know they will appreciate hearing from some of our
supporters. It has been such a disheartening year for so many of those who support us in Armenia.
We will be in touch as things unfold. Please keep our residents, especially, close to your hearts.
Sincerely Yours,

Natalie Bryant-Rizzieri
Founder & Executive Director
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Your kindness sustained our residents, our
hearts and our home.
- Thank you to board members, Bridget Brown, Juliet Setian and
Marshal Bryant (pictured below) for traveling to Armenia in
August to try to nd a way forward with Jermik Ankyun
Foundation, and in an e ort to keep our residents safe.
- Steven Goodwin (Turning West), thank you for traveling to
Armenia in July with us. Your companionship, generosity, insight
and wisdom continue to be a gift.

Artur
I saw Artur a few times this
summer. He lives in our Arinj
home, and has made a
remarkable life for himself
there. Perhaps most
astonishing is that he got a job
in the village of Arinj! This is
not an easy feat in a society
that still marginalizes people
with special needs. We are so
proud of his accomplishment.
I imagine that this
independence and
opportunity will grow and
change him.
*******************************
Our 2021 Goals: sustainable
and loving care for our
residents and three forever
homes that are increasingly
independent.

- Anna Arakelyan, you saw the potential for change and were
willing to take on a challenge. I will always marvel at your
bravery and your heart.
- Thank you to Anahit Mkhoyan (pictured below), Suren
Petrosyan and Vahagn Vardumyan for walking with us every step
of this wearisome process. Thank you for loving your country
and our residents. Thank you for believing in justice and that a
better future is possible for Armenia and for our residents. I
don’t know what we would have done without you.

Friends of Warm Hearth, Inc.
PO 1081
Flagstaff AZ 86002
T. (928) 607.7025
www.friendsofwarmhearth.org
info@friendsofwarmhearth.orgi
Follow us
on Instagram and Facebook:
@friendsofwarmhearth
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